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CHAPTER 1

The Earth and the Sky are not Seperate

5 October 1988 pm in Gautam the Buddha Auditorium

BELOVED OSHO,

ON A CERTAIN DAY, ALL THE MONKS IN NANSEN'S MONASTERY WERE INVOLVED IN
PREPARATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY — WHICH WAS THE ANNIVERSARY OF MA TZU'S
DEATH.

NANSEN SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "TOMORROW WE WILL OFFER VEGETARIAN FOOD TO
MASTER MA TZU. DO YOU THINK HE WILL COME?”

NO ONE ANSWERED. BUT AMONG THE GROUP WAS A YOUNG, TRAVELING MONK CALLED
TOZAN. HE STEPPED FORWARD AND SAID, "HE WILL WAIT FOR A COMPANION TO COME"”

NANSEN COMMENTED, "ALTHOUGH THIS MAN IS YOUNG, HE IS QUALIFIED FOR THE
TRAINING.”

TOZAN RESPONDED, "THE VENERABLE SIR SHOULD NOT OPPRESS A GOOD MAN BY
REGARDING HIM AS A WORTHLESS FELLOW.

Maneesha, in the long history of Zen there are milestones. Mahakashyapa is the first, but not much
is known about him — in Buddhist scriptures he is mentioned only once. Just one mention and yet

he is regarded as the greatest disciple of Gautam Buddha.

For twenty years he has not spoken a single word, no question, just sat by the side of Gautam
Buddha. Even Gautam Buddha is concerned: "This is a strange fellow — he has not even said hello;
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there are thousands of monks, they all come with questions, problems, but this man seems to have
no questions.” But in that utter silence, everything happened.

Mahakashyapa was immensely courageous to be utterly silent for twenty years, not even to ask the
master, but just to wait: "Whenever the time is ripe, the master will deliver the truth.” And it happened,
and it happened in a strange way.

The emperor Prasenjita has come to offer Gautam Buddha some flowers out of season. And at the
same time a great philosopher, whom Prasenijita has up to now believed to be his teacher, has come
with Prasenijita.

Prasenijita introduced his teacher, Maulingaputta, and said to Gautam Buddha, I offer my gratitude
that you are staying in my kingdom; just let me know if anything is needed by the great assembly
of monks. One thing more | ask you: | have brought my teacher, Maulingaputta, and he has come
with his five hundred followers. He is a great philosopher, a man of tremendous knowledge, very
articulate in discussing things. | pray to you to give him a chance to discuss ultimate problems with

you.
Gautam Buddha turned to Maulingaputta and said, | am ready. But are you ready?”
Maulingaputta could not understand what readiness was needed.

Gautam Buddha said, "Readiness means, are you capable of being silent, utterly silent, not a single
thought passing through your mind?”

He said, "Thought is my life, | am a thinker; philosophy is my profession. All that | know about mind
is that it is a thinking process. Beyond that | don’t know any silence you are talking about.”

Then Buddha said, "You are not ready. And it will be a very strange conversation. From the hilltop |
will be shouting to you, and from the dark valleys you will be answering me — without understanding
me. So first, let us come to a point where our consciousnesses are at the same level.”

It was convincing, and even Prasenijita said, "Gautam Buddha is right. But what is to be done?”

Gautam Buddha said, "Nothing has to be done. Just sit silently by my side for two years. Many
people will come and go, and ask — you don’t bother about anything. Your work is simply to watch
and be silent. Not a single word for two years.”

At this moment Mahakashyapa, sitting under a tree, started laughing hysterically, could not
manage... The whole assembly was shocked — they had never heard him even speak, he did
not speak to anybody. You might say something, he would not answer; he would not take note of
anybody. People had accepted him as a strange fellow. But what happened? Suddenly, out of
nowhere... And he laughed, such beautiful laughter, resounding in that silence of the assembly.

Maulingaputta said, "Why is your disciple laughing?”

Buddha said, "You can ask him yourself.”

Nansen: The Point of Departure 3 Osho


http://www.oshoworld.com
http://www.messagefrommasters.com

CHAPTER 1. THE EARTH AND THE SKY ARE NOT SEPERATE

This is the only mention of Mahakashyapa.

Mahakashyapa said, ”I am laughing because this fellow is tricky. He tricked me also, in the same
way he is trying it on you. But now he has become old, so he is saying only two years; | had to
remain silent for twenty years. If you really want to ask the questions, ask now. After two years it will
be too late.”

This is the only mention.

And when Prasenijita offered flowers, Buddha called Mahakashyapa and gave those flowers to him.
And he said, "What could be said through words, | have said to everybody. What could not be said
through words, but only through silence, | have imparted to Mahakashyapa.”

This made him the first Zen master. But besides this, there is no other mention of him. Perhaps
silence remained his method. Many must have become enlightened sitting by his side, but nothing
was said. He was a silent master. So there is no record left.

Then the second great departure — there have been many others — but the second great departure
from the past is Bodhidharma. He was even more strange than Mahakashyapa. He is the sixth in
the line of Zen patriarchs.

After Bodhidharma, Nansen is a new point of departure. He opens Zen to a wider variety, he gives
Zen more dimensions. It is no more a small stream, but becomes an ocean.

Today we are starting a series on Nansen. A little biographical introduction:
NANSEN, ALSO KNOWN AS NAN-CHUAN, WAS BORN IN NORTH CHINA IN 748.

BEGINNING HIS STUDY OF MEDITATION WHEN A YOUNG BOQOY, NANSEN BECAME A
BUDDHIST PRIEST AT THIRTY AND TRAVELED TO VARIOUS WELL-KNOWN MONASTERIES.

ON ARRIVING AT CHIANG-SI AND MEETING WITH MA TZU, NANSEN IMMEDIATELY BECAME
ONE OF MA TZU’'S FOREMOST DISCIPLES.

We have discussed Ma Tzu. It is no wonder that a man of the insight of Nansen immediately
became... he did not miss a single moment as he arrived at Ma Tzu’s monastery, as he saw the
master, he immediately touched his feet.

And this respect was not one-sided, this love was not one-sided; Ma Tzu showered great love and
respect on Nansen. Both saw into each other, something immediately became connected. Ma Tzu
understood the urgency and the intensity of the search of Nansen; and Nansen understood, "Here
is the man. If | cannot make it with him, | am not going to make it at all.”

This is how disciples and masters meet. It is not a superficial thing; it is something intrinsic, intuitive,
and immediate. You have to understand the word ‘immediate’. It is not because of something, that
Nansen becomes an intimate disciple of Ma Tzu. There is no cause visible. Nothing is mediating
him to become the disciple — that is why it is ‘immediate’. No cause, no visible reason, nothing to
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be understood by the mind... but heart to heart something has transpired. They have fallen in deep
love, the great love.

HE REALIZED HIS ENLIGHTENMENT AND LATER LEFT MA TZU’S MONASTERY.

That's why | have called this series, THE POINT OF DEPARTURE. Ma Tzu has his own methods;
he has brought Bodhidharma’s methods to the ultimate peak. Nansen loved Ma Tzu, but was not
ready to become his successor. If he had remained, he would have been the successor of Ma Tzu.
Just to avoid the embarrassment — because he would go far beyond in different directions — it was
better to leave before the master proposed that, "You are my successor.” Then leaving would have
been impossible.

He became enlightened... The ordinary course will be that when you become enlightened with a
master, where can you go? This love, this shelter, you will not find anywhere. There is no need to
go anywhere at all. Now you can understand the great song of the master, and the invisible music.
This is no time to depart.

But the reason for his departure from Ma Tzu’s monastery was that if he does not leave now, he will
never be able to leave. Once Ma Tzu proposes that, "You become my successor,” he cannot say no
to his master.

But he wanted to introduce many new things into Zen. Sometimes they may be contradictory to Ma
Tzu; sometimes they will be new to Ma Tzu’s methods of teaching, and he does not want anybody
to say that he is betraying his master. Rather than betraying, he simply left the monastery at the age
of fifty.

NANSEN FOUNDED HIS OWN COMMUNITY AND ATTRACTED THOUSANDS OF DISCIPLES.
Maneesha has brought the sutra:
BELOVED OSHO,

ON A CERTAIN DAY, ALL THE MONKS IN NANSEN'S MONASTERY WERE INVOLVED IN
PREPARATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY — WHICH WAS THE ANNIVERSARY OF MA TZU’'S
DEATH.

NANSEN SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, "TOMORROW WE WILL OFFER VEGETARIAN FOOD TO
MASTER MA TZU. DO YOU THINK HE WILL COME?”

Before we go on further — this was one thing amongst many — Ma Tzu insisted on vegetarian food. In
his monastery non-vegetarian food was absolutely prohibited. It takes me back to Gautam Buddha.

Gautam Buddha was a vegetarian, strictly vegetarian. And all his followers were vegetarians. That
was a revolution in a way, because man had lived as a non-vegetarian for millions of years. And
according to Buddha, he would remain a barbarian unless he became vegetarian. Killing life is
destroying your own possibility of growth. You have to respect life; a reverence for life will help your
growth of consciousness. And he was absolutely right.
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But a strange incident happened, and this will show you how man’s cunning mind takes advantage,
even of masters like Gautam Buddha.

He had made it clear to everybody that, "Whatever is given to you in your begging bowls, receive it
with gratitude.”

And everybody knew that they were vegetarians, so people prepared vegetarian food.

"But don’t throw anything that is given to you with love and respect. Eat everything that falls into your
begging bowl.”

One day a monk came with a very puzzled look. He said, "I am in a strange difficulty. A bird flying
dropped a piece of meat into my begging bowl. | was coming back from begging in the city, to settle
under some tree” — in the garden where they were staying — "to eat my food. Now the problem is,
if | throw out this piece of meat | am going against your teaching that, ‘Everything has to be eaten
that falls into your begging bowl. And if | eat it, | am still going against your teaching of, ‘Always be
vegetarian. Now what am | supposed to do?”

The whole assembly of monks also were in a strange position: how is Buddha going to solve it?

Buddha thought, "If | say ‘throw it’, that will become a universal thing. People will start choosing:
whatever is good, delicious they will eat and the remaining they will throw out. The country supports
the monks. This will be against the people who are supporting you. With great hardship they earn,
and you throw away their food. So | cannot say to throw it out.

"And as far as birds are concerned, it is very unlikely that again, in the centuries following, any bird
will repeat this. So there is no danger, if only one person eats on one day a small piece of meat.”

He said, "Eat everything that has fallen into your begging bowl.”

And this became for the cunning mind of man a loophole, that, "Buddha is not against meat; just you
have not to kill, he is against killing. If meat is given to you, offered to you, you have to respectfully
receive it”

So now in China and Japan, all the Buddhists are non-vegetarian. Not a single Buddhist is
vegetarian. And in every food shop, restaurant they make it clear that here non-vegetarian food
is available which has not been especially killed — it is from animals dying on their own.

Now, so many animals don’t die on their own. And in fact, few animals do; you will never find how
they die. Have you seen a cow or a crow dying, dead? Once in a while perhaps because of electric
wires... otherwise before dying, somehow they disappear. They disappear deep in forests, they
disappear into mountains, to find a peaceful grave.

Just nearby, there is one of the national deer parks with thousands of deer. | used to go there often.
It is deep in the forest, just one small resthouse and a big lake, and in the night thousands of deer
will come to drink water. And in the night their eyes shine like stars. You see lines of stars moving
around the lake, reflected in the lake. It is one of the most beautiful scenes that | have ever seen.
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| have watched those deer. | enquired of the resthouse peon who took care of the resthouse, "Have
you seen any deer dead?”

He said, "Millions of people must have come to see this park; nobody has asked such a question.
No, | have never seen a single deer dead.”

And | asked him, "Don’t you ever wonder where they disappear?”
He said, "The very question has never arisen in me.”

From where in China, in Korea, in Taiwan, in Burma, in Japan — in all Buddhist countries... It seems
the animals have a special joy: they come into the restaurants and die on their own — spontaneously.
And not a single Buddhist monk ever raises the question that, "This is absolutely absurd, this is not
possible. Animals have to be hunted and killed, only then can you get non-vegetarian food.”

But Ma Tzu was absolutely in tune with Gautam Buddha.

So when Nansen was arranging in his monastery a ceremony on the anniversary of Ma Tzu’s death,
he said to his disciples — it is so touching —

"TOMORROW WE WILL OFFER VEGETARIAN FOOD TO MASTER MA TZU. DO YOU THINK HE
WILL COME?”

NO ONE ANSWERED. BUT AMONG THE GROUP WAS A YOUNG MAN, A TRAVELING MONK
CALLED TOZAN. HE STEPPED FORWARD AND SAID, "HE WILL WAIT FOR A COMPANION TO
COME”

NANSEN COMMENTED, "ALTHOUGH THIS MAN IS YOUNG, HE IS QUALIFIED FOR THE
TRAINING.”

TOZAN RESPONDED, "THE VENERABLE SIR SHOULD NOT OPPRESS A GOOD MAN BY
REGARDING HIM AS A WORTHLESS FELLOW.

Tozan finally became himself a great master. He is saying that he will come — Ma Tzu will come —
and he will not come alone.

It was the habit of Ma Tzu that he is referring to. He always traveled with an enlightened disciple
with him, because his teaching method was so strange and many freaked out.

So first he would send those to the companion enlightened man, who could discuss, who could
make them aware of all the possibilities, and who could also make them aware that, ”If you want to
have any communication with Ma Tzu, you have to be ready for these things — anything is possible.
He may beat you, he may jump upon you, he may sit on your chest and ask, ‘Do you get it?”

He had his own ways, and we cannot say that he was wrong in his ways because hundreds of
disciples became enlightened through him. So what means he applied does not matter, the end
was so great.
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If you analyze the matter, you will understand there is a great psychological insight. A stranger
comes — not even in his dreams has he thought that a master would jump on him. He has come
to ask, "What is the truth?” Now this question does not deserve in any way that the master should
jump immediately on him, and sit on his chest with his staff in his hand. Obviously, at this moment,
all the thinking of that stranger will stop. What can you think in such a situation? For a moment the
whole mind comes to a complete, screeching stop.

Ma Tzu was immensely compassionate. This stopping of the mind takes years — he managed it in
a single minute. But his method makes him a very weird fellow. And the person who had suddenly
become aware of a state of silence was able to see it. Many became enlightened.

Once a monk was entering in the door — he was half inside the door and half outside —and Ma Tzu
closed the door, so he was fixed in between, screaming, with Ma Tzu asking, "Do you get it?” He
has not even asked any question, he has not even entered fully into the temple.

And it looks strange that these people got it — they never asked again.

Once he threw a man out of the window, and then jumped on him from the window, and asked him...
He is suffering fractures but Ma Tzu is not concerned with the fractures; he says, "Forget about
fractures! First tell me, do you get it?”

And it is said that the man gasped, "Yes, | get it

So the young man is referring to Ma Tzu’s habit of always having a companion who will explain him
to any stranger, a verbal communication, and will also explain that, ”If you want Ma Tzu to work upon
you, then you have to be ready for all these things — anything can happen. He is an unpredictable
master.”

The young fellow, Tozan, who was not a disciple of Nansen, he was just traveling... That too has
to be understood: in China and in Japan and other Buddhist countries the monks go on traveling
from one monastery to another monastery, until they find the heart with whom their heart beats in a
dance. They are received in every monastery with respect. They stay for a few days and if nothing
happens there, they move on with gratitude that, ”You allowed us to stay here for four days.”

This young man, Tozan, was not a resident monk in the monastery of Nansen.

HE STEPPED FORWARD AND SAID, "HE WILL WAIT FOR A COMPANION TO COME.” But he will
come; that is the implication: he will come. When so many of you are celebrating the anniversary
of his death, how can he resist to come? The only problem is, if he cannot get a companion, then it
will be very difficult for him to come. But he will get the companion — there are so many enlightened
people dead. And with a man like Ma Tzu, when he says to someone, "Come follow me,” he has to.

But Nansen’s own disciples remained without any answer; they missed the point.

And Nansen has shown such a beauty of his heart; although he was not the successor of Ma Tzu,
he had become enlightened under him.
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TOMORROW WE WILL OFFER VEGETARIAN FOOD TO MASTER MA TZU. DO YOU THINK HE
WILL COME?

An enlightened being can visit. There are hundreds of cases when enlightened people have visited.
The only condition to be fulfilled is your loving invitation.

And that’s what Nansen is saying, "We are sending the loving invitation to Ma Tzu, and we promise
him...” because Nansen has deviated from vegetarianism, he has allowed non-vegetarians into the
monastery. His attitude was that if the whole of humanity — and the argument is worth consideration
— if the whole of humanity becomes vegetarian, it will be impossible to supply food to everybody.
Almost ninety-nine percent of humanity is non-vegetarian. From where can you get so much
vegetarian food?

So his consideration was very practical and pragmatic. He said, "Just because of the food, don’t
prevent their spiritual growth. Yes, it is true that with vegetarian food they can enter into meditative
states more easily, but that is their problem. With non-vegetarian food their entry into higher
consciousnesses is more difficult, but it is not impossible.”

Non-vegetarian masters have simply followed a harder path, but the situation of the world is that we
cannot supply everybody with vegetarian food.

That’'s why he says that, "We are sending the invitation to Ma Tzu’s enlightened soul, freed from the
body. We will offer vegetarian food — we promise. DO YOU THINK HE WILL COME? | think he will
come; he has to come.”

An enlightened man is simply living in total freedom out of the body, floating like a white cloud,
without any roots in the earth, and without any destination. Just out of freedom — to the north, to the
west, to the east — wherever spontaneously a movement occurs, he moves. If with love, with prayer,
with deep meditation he is invited, perhaps you will not see him, but you will feel his presence —
particularly those who have known his presence.

Nansen will feel him if he comes. He knows his fragrance, he knows his touch, he knows the
atmosphere that comes with him.

He had asked a very beautiful question, but not a single disciple was yet able to understand a
mysterious phenomenon.

And Tozan, who was destined to become an enlightened master himself, certainly showed deeper
understanding. He said, "HE WILL WAIT FOR A COMPANION TO COME. | know him, he will not
come alone — that was not his habit. If he comes, he will come with another enlightened person
also.”

Seeing this man’s understanding, NANSEN COMMENTED, "ALTHOUGH THIS MAN IS YOUNG,
HE IS QUALIFIED FOR THE TRAINING.”

He did not much appreciate Tozan’s answer, because it is conditional. And as for Ma Tzu’s coming
to the ceremony, he will not follow the old habit of being followed by a companion.
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He is not coming here to teach anybody, why should he wait for any companion? The companion
was taken just to avoid any misunderstanding with the people. Here he will be a guest; there is no
need for him to wait for a companion.

That’s why Nansen has not given him much credit, although Tozan has shown a little understanding.
So he says, "ALTHOUGH THIS MAN IS YOUNG, HE IS QUALIFIED FOR THE TRAINING.”

TOZAN RESPONDED, "THE VENERABLE SIR SHOULD NOT OPPRESS A GOOD MAN BY
REGARDING HIM AS A WORTHLESS FELLOW.

He felt offended. He must have been thinking that he would be appreciated.

But | agree with Nansen... there was a little truth in his understanding that ‘he will come, but he will
wait for a companion’. But that ‘waiting for a companion’, destroyed his whole understanding. That’s
why Nansen says, "HE IS QUALIFIED FOR THE TRAINING.”

But Tozan felt insulted deep down. He was thinking he would be appreciated, that while no other
disciple had responded, he, a traveling monk, has said that he will come. He has shown his deep
understanding, but Nansen is not appreciating his understanding; he is at the most saying that he is
qualified for the training.

TOZAN RESPONDED, "THE VENERABLE SIR, SHOULD NOT OPPRESS A GOOD MAN BY
REGARDING HIM AS A WORTHLESS FELLOW.

This destroyed the small truth that he has shown in saying, ‘he will come, but he will wait for a
companion.’” You are not supposed to be offended by a master, for the simple reason that perhaps
you deserved what you got. And the master is not in any way interested in insulting anyone. What is
he going to gain by insulting? But he cannot appreciate beyond the limit, because that will give you
unnecessarily an ego. And in that way he will become a hindrance in your progress.

Tozan could not understand that at that point.

These small anecdotes are immensely helpful, if you understand that we are not studying them for
study’s sake. We are the people of the path, we are moving in the same directions. So we should
take note of every phenomenon that can happen on the path: the mistakes, going astray for small

trivia, becoming angry at the master; and the master was slapping you only out of compassion and
love, slapping does not give him any joy.

All these anecdotes, understood rightly, will help you for your own evolution, for your own centering.
A poem by Sekiso:

SACRED AND SECULAR ORIGINALLY LIVE

IN THE SAME HOUSE.

WITH COMPASSIONATE HANDS
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THE GREAT MASTER HAS OPENED

THE GATE FOR THE FIRST TIME.

DON'T ASK WHO OR HOW MANY

ARE IN THE HALL.

THESE TILES AND RAFTERS CONTAIN ALL

OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

A great insight by Sekiso.

He is saying, the SACRED AND THE SECULAR - the material and the spiritual - ORIGINALLY LIVE

IN THE SAME HOUSE. WITH COMPASSIONATE HANDS THE GREAT MASTER HAS OPENED
THE GATE FOR THE FIRST TIME.

This statement, that the secular and the sacred live in the same house, is an opening, a new
opening of the gate because all the masters have always condemned the material, the secular,
and praised the sacred, the spiritual. They have always divided the Zorba and the buddha. In their
understanding, Zorba has to be killed — only then can the buddha come into existence. That is the
history of all the religions.

Nansen has opened a new door by saying that, SACRED AND SECULAR ORIGINALLY LIVE IN
THE SAME HOUSE.

Sekiso is a disciple of Nansen.

WITH COMPASSIONATE HANDS THE GREAT MASTER HAS OPENED THE GATE FOR THE
FIRST TIME. DON'T ASK WHO OR HOW MANY ARE IN THE HALL.

Numbers don’t matter; don’t ask how many have entered the gate. The significant point is that
Nansen has opened the gate, that the secular and sacred can be together. There is no need for
them to be separated.

It was an immensely radical departure from the past.

DON'T ASK WHO OR HOW MANY ARE IN THE HALL. THESE TILES AND RAFTERS CONTAIN
ALL OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

When a man like Nansen lives in a temple, then the rafters and the tiles also become something
divine, something sacred, but not sacred against the secular. Nansen has joined the earth with the
sky.

My love for Nansen is immense because of this understanding that the earth and the sky are not
separate — are not separateable. And both should be enjoyed.
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Question 1

Maneesha has asked:

BELOVED OSHO,

WHY HAVE YOU CALLED THE SERIES NANSEN: THE POINT OF DEPARTURE?

Because he opened the gate for the first time, making it clear that the sacred and the secular are
one, just different ways of seeing. There is no need to torture the body to purify the soul. They both
can dance together as sacred a dance as possible. And unless a spirituality transforms even your
body, it is not much of a spirituality.

Zorba has not to be killed, Zorba has to be transformed. Zorba is the buddha, just in the seed form.
You don’t have to destroy the seeds, you have to find a right soil, a right climate for the seeds, and
wait for the season when the clouds bring the first rains, and your seeds will start sprouting. The
seeds and the flowers are not separate — the seed is the flower hidden, the flower is the seed come
out in the open.

That’s why, Maneesha, | have called this series NANSEN: THE POINT OF DEPARTURE. From the
past spirituality Nansen is a tremendous departure, accepting secular and sacred as together, one
— two aspects of one reality.

You can understand my love for Nansen, because Nansen has been forgotten, even by his own
successors. Again the same division came into their teachings: "This is material, this is trivial, this
is not spiritual.” What Nansen has done, even his successors have undone again. And nobody has
taken note of the great departure.

| have to take note of the great departure, because my own understanding is the same. | want
the earth and the sky to be together. Only in their togetherness is the wholeness; only in their
togetherness is a joy, is a fulfillment. Buddha alone is half, Zorba alone is half, and unless they are
together they can never be whole.

| want my people to be whole persons, not denying anything but transforming everything, including
everything in their spiritual growth.

Now something serious...

It is a beautiful summer Saturday, so Zabriski decides to sunbathe in the nude for the first time in his
life. He is on the roof of his apartment building, and he forgets about the time. Five hours later, he
finds himself practically burnt to a crisp — especially his prick.

Later that night, Zabriski is in bed with his new Polack girlfriend, Carmen Klopski, and he is in agony.
So he gets up, tiptoes to the kitchen, pours a tall glass of ice-cold milk, and submerges his lobster-
red machinery into it. Zabriski sighs from the cool relief, when suddenly Carmen appears in the
doorway.

"Oh, my God!” she gasps. "So that is how you guys load that thing!”
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Lucifer, the devil, is quietly toasting some bread for his afternoon tea over the eternal fires of hell.
Suddenly, there is a loud crash at the gate.

The devil looks around in alarm and sees a long, silver Rolls Royce driving in through the roaring
flames. The Rolls Royce has a young girl screaming with delight on the front of the car, and a large
man, wearing a turban, standing on the back bumper — laughing as hard as he can.

Holding on to the man at the back of the car is a long line of people, singing and celebrating.

The new arrivals soon make themselves at home, and the devil finds that hell is no longer like it
used to be.

So Lucifer phones God to come and help straighten things out. When God arrives, he is amazed by
what he sees.

"What has happened to all the eternal fires and damnation?” asks God. "This place is nothing like
the way we advertise it on earth!”

"I know, it is terrible!” sniffs the devil. "Ever since Osho drove in here with his sannyasins, the whole
place has had to be air-conditioned!”

King Carlos of Spain, Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands and Prince Philip of England are sitting
together having a few drinks in the pub. They get a little drunk and start bragging about whose prick

is the longest.

A crowd gathers as King Carlos whips out his machinery and lays it on the table. Six inches!
Everyone applauds and sings the Spanish national anthem.

Then Prince Bernhard puts his dong on the table. Eight inches! Everyone screams and shouts, and
then sings the Dutch national anthem.

Finally, Prince Philip drops his pants and puts his prick on the table. Twelve inches!
The crowd gasps, and everyone starts singing "God Save the Queen”

Nivedano...

(Drumbeat)

(Gibberish)

Nivedano...

(Drumbeat)

Be silent. Close your eyes; feel your body to be completely frozen.

Now look inwards. Collect all your consciousness and move straight forward towards the center of
your being. This center is the door to eternity; this center is going beyond death.
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CHAPTER 1. THE EARTH AND THE SKY ARE NOT SEPERATE

Get deeper into it. This is your buddha. You have to live it out in your daily life.
| don’t like monks. | want buddhas in every place, in every activity.

| want the whole world full of buddhas. That is the only way we can transform the world into a
paradise.

To make it more clear,

Nivedano...

(Drumbeat)

Relax and just be a witness of your body, of your mind, and the great silence that prevails over...

At this moment, who cares about the numbers? At this moment, everything becomes sacred;
everything becomes an eternal treasure: truth, good, beauty.

Get a tight hold of buddha; you have to bring him back. And you have to live him in your life, moment
to moment.

The evening was beautiful on its own, but you have made it a splendor, a majestic experience, a
mystery, a moment of magic. Bring this magic with you.

Nivedano...
(Drumbeat)

Come back, but come back as buddhas, silently, gracefully. Sit down and remember for a few
minutes the place you have been in, the temple you have visited, and the path to the temple.

The path on which you have gone in, is the same path you have come out. Slowly slowly the path
will become absolutely clear.

And buddhahood will not be a question, it will be your experience.
Okay, Maneesha?

Yes, Osho.

Can we celebrate the ten thousand buddhas?

Yes, Osho!
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CHAPTER 2

Go beyond Emptiness

6 October 1988 pm in Gautam the Buddha Auditorium
BELOVED OSHO,

A MONK ASKED NANSEN, "FROM PATRIARCH TO PATRIARCH THERE IS A TRANSMISSION.
WHAT IS IT THAT THEY WISH TO TRANSMIT TO ONE ANOTHER?”

NANSEN SAID, "ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE”

THE MONK ASKED, "WHAT IS THAT WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE ANCIENTS?”
THE MASTER SAID, "WHEN IT CAN BE POSSESSED, | WILL TELL YOU.

THE MONK SAID DUBIOUSLY, "MASTER, WHY SHOULD YOU LIE?”

THE MASTER REPLIED, "I DO NOT LIE. ENO LIED.

ON ANOTHER OCCASION A MONK SAID TO NANSEN, "THERE IS A JEWEL IN THE SKY; HOW
CAN WE GET HOLD OF IT?”

NANSEN SAID, "CUT DOWN THE BAMBOOS AND MAKE A LADDER; PUT IT IN THE SKY AND
GET HOLD OF IT!”

THE MONK SAID, "THOW CAN THE LADDER BE PUT UP IN THE SKY?”

NANSEN SAID, "THOW CAN YOU DOUBT YOUR GETTING HOLD OF THE JEWEL?”
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Maneesha, it is very rare to find an exact comparison between two mystics. But once in a while
their expressions are the same, their symbols and metaphors are the same. It happens by chance
because they may not have known each other at all. This is so in the case that Maneesha has
brought:

A MONK ASKED NANSEN, "FROM PATRIARCH TO PATRIARCH THERE IS A TRANSMISSION.
WHAT IS IT THAT THEY WISH TO TRANSMIT TO ONE ANOTHER?”

It is a very pregnant question, but almost impossible to answer. But the master’s very being is to
bring the impossible within possible limits — if not the moon itself, then at least the reflection. And
the reflection can be brought. And through the reflection the moon can be found.

NANSEN SAID, "ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE.” This reminds me of Kabir. | don’t think either
knew of the other, but this is how Kabir used to answer questions, exactly the same. To anybody it
may look like a puzzle, but it is not a puzzle. It is a way of indicating that which is impossible to say.

The experience is of nothingness. So when the experience of enlightenment happens, it is one;
there is nothing else other than the illumination. But immediately you recognize the illumination,
immediately recognition comes, it becomes two. At the moment you recognize, it is a vague
recognition, not yet conceptualized. When you conceptualize it as enlightenment, as awakening,
as buddhahood, it has already become three. When you say it to somebody else — that is the
transmission — when you convey it, communicate to somebody else, it becomes four. And if the
person to whom you have conveyed it understands it, it becomes five.

At each step you are going far away from nothingness, but nothing can be done about it. That’s the
nature of reality. Now it is no more a puzzle when you understand what they mean by ONE, TWO,
THREE, FOUR, FIVE. On the five the transmission is complete.

THE MONK ASKED, "WHAT IS THAT WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE ANCIENTS?” ‘The
ancients’ does not mean the people of the old times. ‘The ancients’ indicate the people who have
reached the heights of consciousness. They are the real ancients, not in time but in consciousness.
In time they may be contemporaries, they may be sitting by your side. As far as time is concerned
you may be contemporary to a buddha. But his height of consciousness has taken him far away. He
has become an ancient.

Ordinarily when a man becomes old, we don’t call him ancient. He is just called old. But if the man
becomes a buddha, then not only in time has he become old, grown up, ripe, but beyond time he
has reached to the very source of life where all the ancient buddhas have reached. It is the same
source. He has become one with all the ancient buddhas.

So when these questions are asked, always remember, ‘the ancients’ does not mean the old people,
or the people of the old times. It means the people of greater consciousness, of higher peaks of
being. They are the real ancients. They may be contemporary to you, but you exist on such different
levels, you cannot call them your contemporaries.

"WHAT IS THAT,” the monk asked, "WHICH WAS POSSESSED BY THE ANCIENTS?”
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THE MASTER SAID, "WHEN IT CAN BE POSSESSED, | WILL TELL YOU.” The master is saying
that it can never be possessed either by you or by any ancient. When you reach to the experience,
you are overwhelmed by it. It possesses you, not you possess it. Do you see the difference when
you are possessed? The experience is far bigger than you. You are absorbed into it.

The master was right when he said, "WHEN IT CAN BE POSSESSED, | WILL TELL YOU.” As far
as | know, it cannot be possessed; you have to be ready to be possessed by it. But Zen does not
complete its sentences; it leaves everything open; it simply gives hints. It is a test of the questioner’s
intelligence to complete it.

THE MONK SAID DUBIOUSLY, "MASTER, WHY SHOULD YOU LIE? You possess it. And you are
lying to me.” He has missed the point. The master does not possess it; it possesses the master.
Because of its possession of the master, the master is no more. It is a pure emptiness through
which the whole existence can pass — no hindrance, just a pure receptivity.

THE MASTER REPLIED, "I DO NOT LIE. ENO LIED.” Eno was his master. He said that, "You should
go to Eno. He lied to me that ‘Yes, truth can be possessed.” But when | reached to the point, the cliff
from where you jump into nothingness, it was a totally different story: | was possessed by it; | was
nowhere to be found; the experience was too much. | cannot hold it in my hands; it was holding me
from all directions.

"I am not lying. If you want any lie, you should go to my master Eno. He lied to me.” But it is said
with great respect. "Because of his lie | could come to the point where truth possessed me. If he
had not lied, | would not have moved a single inch.”

All masters have to lie, because there is no way to say the truth. But with some devices you can
start moving towards the truth.

| have told you the story many times: A man’s house is on fire. He has very small children inside
the house. A crowd has gathered outside and they are calling to the children, "Get out of the house.
There are still windows and doors left. You can come out. In a few minutes there will be no way to
come out.” And nobody dared to go in. It was dangerous. The fire was going so strong.

And just then the father of the children came from his shop. The children did not listen to the
neighbors, because they could not understand. They really enjoyed the flames all around the house;
they had never seen such a beautiful scene. They were dancing and enjoying and they could not
understand why they should leave the house.

As the father came, the people told him, "Do something immediately, all the passages are being
taken over by the fire. We have been shouting, but your children are strange. They dance, they are
singing and playing. They are enjoying the beautiful flames all around.”

Now there was no passage and no time to enter. The father shouted, ”I am here and | have brought
all the toys you had asked for.”

The children jumped from the last window which was just going to be taken over by the fire. They
came running out and they said, "Where are our toys?”
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The father said, "Forgive me, today | have forgotten, but tomorrow | will bring your toys.”
He has told a lie. But the lie saved the lives of the children. You cannot complain against the father.

Nansen is not complaining against his master, he is saying he was compassionate enough to lie. |
am not lying, | am simply saying, ‘WHEN IT CAN BE POSSESSED. If some time comes when | can
possess it, | will tell you. Right now it possesses me so | cannot tell you.”

The monk was dubious. He said, "MASTER, WHY SHOULD YOU LIE? You know and everybody
knows that you have it.” But this is the problem with language. He says, "You have it.” If he had said,
"It has you,” things would be different.

THE MASTER REPLIED, "I DO NOT LIE. | have simply stated the straightforward fact. You ask me,
‘Do you possess it?’ | don’t. If sometime | happen to possess it, | will tell you. If you say that | am
lying, | am not lying. My master Eno lied. And because he lied, | am a master. You should go to
Eno.”

ON ANOTHER OCCASION A MONK SAID TO NANSEN, "THERE IS A JEWEL IN THE SKY; HOW
CAN WE GET HOLD OF IT?”

NANSEN SAID, "CUT DOWN THE BAMBOOS AND MAKE A LADDER; PUT IT IN THE SKY AND
GET HOLD OF IT!”

THE MONK SAID, "HOW CAN THE LADDER BE PUT UP IN THE SKY?”

NANSEN SAID, "HOW CAN YOU DOUBT YOUR GETTING HOLD OF THE JEWEL? The question
is not of putting up a ladder; the question is of destroying the doubt. And the jewel is not in the sky;
the jewel is in you. In the sky it is reflected, just as the moon reflects in the lake. The jewel is within
you, but it is reflected in the sky far away.

"You asked me a stupid question, | have to answer you with a stupid answer. Don’t ask a stupid
question and | can tell you the truth. From where did you get the idea that there is a jewel in the
sky? Have you ever looked within yourself? If you had looked within yourself, you would have been
surprised that all the beauty of existence is a reflection of your inner splendor. What you see outside
— the roses and their beauty, and the stars and their majesty — pales down the moment you look
within. Right now you don’t have even the criterion to judge which is the reflection and which is the
real.”

Look within and you will find the real — just its flavor, its certainty, its grandeur — and everything
outside will become pale, just a reflection.

It has to be remembered that before asking a question to the master, you should look into your
question as deeply as possible. It should become more intelligent, more meaningful. Only when you
are satisfied that the question is ripe, it can be polished no more, it can be made no more intelligent,
you can ask. Only an intelligent question can get an intelligent answer. Otherwise you ask a stupid
question and the master gives a stupid answer. It is just out of kindliness. He could have simply
said, "Don’t ask such stupid questions.” Rather than saying that, he tells him, "CUT DOWN THE
BAMBOOS AND MAKE A LADDER; PUT IT IN THE SKY AND GET HOLD OF ITV
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Anybody who has a little intelligence can understand that because the answer is stupid, the question
must have been stupid. The master does not want to say it directly, but indirectly he is pointing to the
stupidity of the question. But the questioner does not stop there; he goes on. This is the problem:
a stupid person as he grows becomes more stupid; an idiot is a bigger idiot when he becomes ripe
and mature — and older idiots are more dangerous because they are old and people think old people
are wise.

Sekiso has a poem:

FOR SIX YEARS SITTING ALONE

STILL AS A SNAKE

IN A STALK OF BAMBOO,

WITH NO FAMILY BUT THE ICE

ON THE SNOW MOUNTAIN...

LAST NIGHT, SEEING THE EMPTY SKY
FLY INTO PIECES,

HE SHOOK THE MORNING STAR AWAKE
AND KEPT IT IN HIS EYES.

A tremendously beautiful poem. He is saying, FOR SIX YEARS SITTING ALONE - that means
meditating; sitting, in Zen, is equivalent to meditation, just sitting and doing nothing. SIX YEARS
SITTING ALONE, STILL AS A SNAKE... When the snake is waiting to catch something to eat, he
remains absolutely immobile as if he is dead. The slightest movement, then the bird he was going
to catch will be gone, then the butterfly he was going to catch will not be there. He has to remain
just dead, no movement.

STILL AS A SNAKE IN A STALK OF BAMBOO, WITH NO FAMILY BUT THE ICE ON THE SNOW
MOUNTAIN. LAST NIGHT those six years sitting matured. Last night the moment came of great
benediction.

LAST NIGHT, SEEING THE EMPTY SKY FLY INTO PIECES, HE SHOOK THE MORNING STAR
AWAKE AND KEPT IT IN HIS EYES. He is talking about the inner sky, the inner emptiness, that
suddenly gave way. For six years he was holding. Last night, suddenly the emptiness also fell into
pieces. He was thinking that just to be empty is enough for meditation. Just to be empty is only the
beginning. A moment comes when emptiness falls into pieces. You go beyond emptiness.

LAST NIGHT, SEEING THE EMPTY SKY FLY INTO PIECES, HE SHOOK THE MORNING STAR
AWAKE... He is talking about his own inner being. That emptiness flying into pieces shook the star
awake and kept it in his eyes. Now he is carrying that star in his eyes, that clarity, that light, that
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shining jewel which is not in the sky, which is hidden somewhere inside your emptiness, which is
covered by your thoughts and emotions. Your mind is blocking the path, but somewhere inside you,
it is shining bright. Just a little turning in, and you will be fulfilled.

Question 1
Maneesha has asked:
BELOVED OSHO,

YOU HAVE OFTEN SAID YOU WILL HAVE NO SUCCESSORS. BUT WON'T ALL THOSE WHO
LOVE YOU BE YOUR SUCCESSORS IN THAT WE CARRY YOU IN OUR BLOOD AND BONES
AND SO YOU ARE PART OF US FOREVER?

Maneesha, the concept of the successor is bureaucratic. The very idea of succession is not the
right idea in the world of consciousness. That’'s why | have said, | will not have successors. But you
are right in saying that you will carry in your bones and in your blood my love, my insight. But don’t
use the word ‘successor’, rather use the words ‘you will be me’. Why be so far away, a successor,
when you can be me? Be so empty that | can make a home in you, that your emptiness can absorb
my emptiness, that your heart can have the same dance as my heart. It is not succession; it is
transmission.

The very idea of succession is political. Only one person can be a successor, so there is bound to
be competition, ambition. There is bound to be a subtle struggle to be closer to the master, to force
others away. It may not be on the surface but, underneath, the problem will remain in the disciples:
"Who is going to be the successor?”

| destroy the whole conception. Every disciple who has loved has become one with the master.
There is no need of any competition, nor one successor. It is for everybody who has offered himself
in deep gratitude, who has become one in a certain sense with the master’s presence. There is no
need of any competition. Thousands can have the same experience, millions can have the same
experience.

To avoid politics in religion, | have said that | will not have successors. | want religion to be absolutely
devoid of ambition, competition, being higher than another, putting everybody lower than oneself.
With me you are all equal. And I trust and love you, that you will prove this equality. In equals there is
no competition; there is a combined effort. You will all carry my message, but nobody will be higher
or lower, nobody will be a successor. All will be my lovers and they will carry me.

| am reminded of a case: Ramakrishna had a cancer of the throat. In the last stage it became
impossible even to drink water. All his disciples said, "Why don’t you ask in your prayers to God to
remove this cancer? We know that if you ask, your prayer will be heard. And if your prayer cannot
be heard, then all prayers are false.”

Ramakrishna was such a man that if his prayer is not heard, it can only mean there is no God, or
God is deaf. If Ramakrishna’s prayer is not answered, then nobody else in the whole world should
hope that his prayer will be answered. So they insisted again and again, but Ramakrishna said, "It
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does not look right. | close my eyes because you insist. But | cannot ask anything from existence.
Perhaps cancer is right; otherwise why should it be given to me? | cannot be wiser than existence.”

The disciples in despair asked Ramakrishna’s wife, Sharada, "Unless you tell him, he will not listen
to anyone. And you have to be absolutely insistent.”

Sharada told Ramakrishna. He said, "I knew that my disciples would bring you, and | cannot refuse
you because | have never refused. And you have never asked anything; this is the first time in your
whole life you are asking for something, and in these last moments how can | refuse you? | will try”
He closed his eyes and after a few seconds he opened them and started laughing.

Sharada said, "What happened? Did you ask?”

He said, I asked. But the answer came: ‘Why do you insist on your own throat? Drink from all
the throats of your disciples. Why insist on being identified with your own body? Why not merge
into all your lovers?’ That's why | started laughing because | knew this would be the answer. You
unnecessarily made me look stupid before existence.”

If the disciple loves the master, if there is trust, and trust founded on experience, he will carry
spontaneously the master's message. There is no need to say anything, he will be his master’s
message.

Now something serious...

Ronald Reagan is on his last legs as president. So to impress the world with his sense of culture,
he opens a new art gallery in Washington D.C. Reagan invites Pope the Polack, Margaret Thatcher

and Mikhail Gorbachev — also his old buddy, Bonzo, the chimpanzee.

Ronald and his tour guide, Reginald the homosexual, are giving these world famous figures a special
tour of the collection of priceless paintings.

"Ah, yes,” says Reagan, the amateur art connoisseur, "this painting is by Rembrandt.”
"No, it is not,” says Reginald; "this is by Salvador Dali”

The group pauses for a moment, takes a deep breath, and then moves on.

"And this one,” says Reagan proudly, "is painted by Monet.”

"No,” corrects Reginald again, "this is painted by Van Gogh.”

At the next painting, Reagan stands motionless. He stares at it this way and that way, and then he
scratches his head.

"Well, I'm sure this must be a Picasso,” he says loudly to the group.

"Wrong again, Ronnie,” replies Reginald. "That is a mirror!”
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The Babblebrain family are going to the theater one night, but nobody wants to stay at home to look
after Grandad. So they have to take him with them.

The play is nearing its climax when the whole row is disturbed by old man Babblebrain crawling
around on his hands and knees.

"Grandpa!” whispers Boris loudly. "Get back in your seat!”
"I cant,” replies Grandad. "I've lost a toffee.”

"Sit down!” snaps Boris. "You are disturbing the whole theater for a lousy toffee. I'll buy you another
one if you just sit down.”

"I need that one,” says Grandad.
"My God!” cries Boris. "What’s so special about that toffee?”
"Well,” says Grandad, "my teeth are in it!”

Pope the Polack is on a ten-million-dollar pilgrimage to India. He goes to Calcutta, where he visits
Mother Teresa’s orphanage.

He is in the middle of addressing a large gathering of Indian Christians, when a little boy comes up
to him.

"Holy Father,” asks the boy, "tell me something. If your father was a gorilla and your mother was a
gorilla, what would you be?”

Pope the Polack immediately gets annoyed, but tries to smile, and answers coolly, "My son, | guess
| would be a gorilla, of course.”

A little while later, the same kid interrupts the Polack’s sermon and asks, "Holy Father, if your mother
was a donkey and your father was a donkey, what would you be?”

Pope the Polack is very embarrassed and gets really pissed-off — but keeps a cool face, and answers
the little boy. "Naturally, my son,” he replies tensely, "l would be a donkey.”

After the sermon, the Polack Pope sees the same kid outside. He drags him into a quiet corner,
grabs him by the collar, and fuming, he splutters, "Okay, wise-guy. Here is one for you! If your father
was a gorilla, and your mother was a donkey, what would you be?”

"That’s simple,” the boy replies, brightly. "I'd be Pope the Polack!”

Nivedano...

(Drumbeat)

(Gibberish)
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Nivedano...
(Drumbeat)

Be silent. Close your eyes; feel your body to be completely frozen. Now look inwards, with absolute
urgency, as if this is your last moment of life. Go as deep as you can. At the very end is your life
source. The distance is not much. Just a little courage, courage to enter into the unknown and you
are at the very source of life. This space is called the buddha.

This is not an achievement; this is a discovery. It has always been with you; it is your nature. Even
if you want to lose it, you cannot; you can only forget it or remember it: those are the only two
alternatives. You have lived for millions of years in forgetfulness. The original meaning of sin is
forgetfulness.

Now the moment has come, you can change your face, your being into a remembrance.
Remembrance is the only virtue, just as forgetfulness is the only sin. With your totality of
consciousness look, and you will find you are the buddha.

To make it clear,
Nivedano...
(Drumbeat)

Just watch and witness the body and the mind. You are neither the body nor the mind. You are just
a pure witness. Your buddhahood consists only of a pure withess — a mirror — reflecting everything
without being affected by anything.

The evening was beautiful on its own, but you have made it more beautiful, more memorable. You
have made it a golden moment, a milestone in your life because this buddha, this witnessing has
to become your very life-style. Only in the fire of witnessing will you be transformed; there is no
other way. This is the very point of departure from ignorance to wisdom, from darkness to light, from
mortality to immortality, from time to eternity.

In this tremendously beautiful moment in the Buddha Auditorium there are not ten thousand people,
but only one oceanic consciousness. Everybody is dissolved into it; everybody is possessed by it.
This is the greatest thing that can happen in a man’s life. And if you can live it in your ordinary
day-to-day life, in your actions, gestures, words, silences, you have attained the highest peak of the
Himalayas — Himalayas of consciousness.

Nivedano...
(Drumbeat)

Call the buddhas back, somebody may go too far. Come back silently, gracefully, remembering that
you are a buddha. Don’t forget it.
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| have to call you the moment | see that a few are reaching to the point from where they can jump
beyond the buddha. Then there is no way of coming back. The buddha is the last milestone where
the road ends. Those who have gone beyond the buddha, they have simply dissolved into existence.

Buddha himself has said, there is still one step more. There are only two steps in the whole journey:
one step from you to the buddha, and the second step from the buddha to the oceanic existence.
First learn the first step in its totality. When it becomes your twenty-four hour existence, then | will
not say ‘Nivedano’ to call you back. You can take the jump, but not unripe. Be ripe, then the jump
happens on its own accord. It is not an effort. It is absolutely spontaneous.

Okay, Maneesha?

Yes, Osho.

Can we celebrate the ten thousand buddhas?

Yes, Osho.

Nansen: The Point of Departure 24 Osho


http://www.oshoworld.com
http://www.messagefrommasters.com
http://www.messagefrommasters.com
http://www.messagefrommasters.com

CHAPTER 3

Your Urge must become Urgent

7 October 1988 pm in Gautam the Buddha Auditorium
BELOVED OSHO,

ON ONE OCCASION, THE GOVERNOR SAID TO NANSEN, "THERE IS A PIECE OF STONE IN
MY HOUSE. SOMETIMES IT STANDS UP AND SOMETIMES IT LIES DOWN. NOW CAN IT BE
CARVED INTO THE IMAGE OF BUDDHA?”

"YES,” SAID NANSEN, ”IT IS POSSIBLE”

"BUT IT IS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE?” COUNTERED THE GOVERNOR.

"IT IS IMPOSSIBLE!” DECLARED NANSEN. "IT IS IMPOSSIBLE!”

Maneesha, a little note:

ONE OF NANSEN'S MOST FAMOUS DISCIPLES WAS LU HSUAN, WHO LATER BECAME
KNOWN AS RIKUKO TAIFU, THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR OF THE HSUAN DISTRICT. AFTER
RESIDING IN HIS MOUNTAIN RETREAT FOR THIRTY YEARS WITHOUT ONCE VENTURING

OUT, NANSEN FINALLY AGREED TO THE GOVERNOR’'S REQUEST TO COME DOWN AND
TEACH ZEN TO THE PEOPLE ON THE PLAINS. FROM THAT TIME, HE BECAME VERY WELL

KNOWN.

THE GOVERNOR ONCE ASKED NANSEN ABOUT THE SAYING THAT ALL THINGS CAME
FROM THE SAME SOURCE, SO THERE CAN BE NO RIGHT OR WRONG. NANSEN POINTED
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TO A PATCH OF PEONIES IN THE GARDEN AND SAID, "GOVERNOR, WHEN PEOPLE OF THE
PRESENT DAY SEE THESE BLOSSOMS, IT IS AS IF THEY SEE THEM IN A DREAM””

The governor has made a very important statement. If there is only one source of everything, then
there can be no right, no wrong, no good, no bad, no God, no Devil. And this is exactly the case; all
our rights and wrongs are judgements of the mind which knows nothing of the source.

Our conceptions are moralistic, they are not religious. They are not based on the experience of the
original source, from where everything arises and finally disappears also in the same source, just
like waves arising in the ocean and falling back into the ocean.

But to live this insight in your life needs tremendous courage; it needs a non-judging mind. And we
have been brought up with every single thing being judged: this is right, that is wrong.

A small boy was asked in the school, "What is your name?”

He said, "Don’t!”

The teacher said, "Don’t? | have never heard such a name.”

He said, "Whatever | do, wherever | want to go they always say ‘Don’t!" So I think this is my name.”

But actually this is the case with everyone. What are your criteria of right and wrong? Who has
given you the criteria? How do you decide, how do you judge? All our moralities are man-made
conveniences. Whatever is convenient to society becomes moral.

For example, by nature, for every one hundred boys born, eighty-four girls will be born. By the time
they are of marriageable age, the numbers will be equal. More boys die, girls are more resistant.

People think of strength only in the muscular way, but there are other ways to think of strength.
Women have more resistance to disease; they don’t get sick so soon. And on average sixteen boys
will pop off by the time they are fourteen. By fourteen there is an equal number of girls and boys.
Obviously then it is convenient to create the idea of monogamy; otherwise there will be very much
inconvenience. One man one woman: this becomes what is right, but it is simply a convenience.

To give you a contrast: in Mohammed’s time, particularly in Saudi Arabia, the people were
barbarous, continuously fighting and killing. Caravans loaded with goods from one country to
another were looted and men were killed. In Saudi Arabia at that time, there was no other way
to survive; killing was the profession. So more men than women were killed because men were
doing the killing and fighting. The proportion between man and woman became so different, that
there were four women to one man. That created very much restlessness, so Mohammed in the
Koran had to make it a moral concept to marry at least four women. He himself married nine women;
of course, he is the leader, and he is propounding the moral concept, he has to follow it to the very
end.

Today it has become foolish, because these judgements are dependent on causes and time. Now
the situation is not the same. But Mohammedans insist... even in this country they forced the Indian
government to have in the constitution that Mohammedans are allowed to have four women.
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Now the whole thing is stupid! The number of women and men among Mohammedans is equal;
from where can men get four women? This now gives them an opportunity to steal women from
other people. Hindus and Jainas are very puritan: if a woman has been in a Mohammedan’s house
for one night, forcibly, nobody is going to accept her back, neither the husband, nor her children, nor
her parents. The whole society rejects her; she is no more part of them. She has to go back and
beg the Mohammedan to keep her.

Now a judgement based on convenience has become a crime. And it has given birth to many
crimes. All moral judgements are somehow based on the convenience of the society; they have no
fundamental value. If man’s nature is looked at, neither is man monogamous, nor woman; both are
polygamous and it is absolutely natural.

If we look at nature, then we must create a more flexible society where people can at least exchange
their wives or husbands with their friends once in a while, for the weekend. That will create a happier,
satisfied, contented society.

But that goes against all the moral concepts that the past has given to us. It is absolutely simple to
understand that everybody gets fed-up with one thing continuously. It is not unnatural; it says nothing
about the person. However beautiful and good your wife is... she may look beautiful to the whole
world and good to everybody, but think of the poor husband! How long can he go on thinking her
beautiful? Perhaps by the time the honeymoon ends, she has become obvious, taken for granted.
And to go on loving with the same intensity becomes every day more and more difficult.

The husband is bored by the wife, howsoever beautiful she is. The wife is bored by the husband,
howsoever great a man he may be. This boredom is expressed in every activity of life; all their
actions are dominated by this boredom. Their life seems to be the life of a prisoner: if they change
partners, the whole society is against them, they lose their respectability, they may lose their jobs,
they may become outcasts. So they go on clinging to each other, but they both go on creating misery
also for each other.

Now | will not call this a morality based on clear perception; it is a morality based on ordinary
convenience. | know it will be very inconvenient if people go on changing wives. Children won’t
know who is the father and who is the uncle. But what is the problem in that? In fact it will be a
good chance for the children to know many fathers; it will be a preparation for their own life, and
many mothers... it will be a great preparation for their own life. In the future, if society continues
to exist after the year two thousand, there is going to be an immense revolution in the man-woman
relationship. The whole concept of right and wrong is going to change.

The governor has asked a really fundamental question; if the source is the same then what is the
difference between right and wrong? Every moment it has to be decided by a clear conception
without any prejudice, without any pre-arranged idea. I'm against morality for the simple reason that
it gives you prejudices, superficial prejudices. Anything going against it you immediately take the
idea that it is wrong, it is right.

It happened to Lao Tzu, the source of Taoism, that he was made the chief justice of the Supreme
Court of China. He begged the emperor, "You are committing a mistake; I’'m not the right man. You
will repent.”
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But the emperor knew that he was the wisest man alive, and he was, there was no doubt about it.
He said, "Why should | repent? You are the wisest man.”

Lao Tzu said, "That is the problem. My judgement will come from my wisdom. And your judgements
will never be adjustable with my judgements.”

But the emperor was stubborn; he said, "Let us see.”

So the first case came: a thief was caught red-handed in the richest man’s house. Lao Tzu listened
to the whole story.

The thief himself confessed that, ”In front of you, | cannot lie. If there was another judge, it would
be a different matter, but | have always respected you and loved you. So | say there is no need for
any witnesses. | have been stealing, not only this time but from this same man’s house | have stolen
many times. This time | have been caught. Whatever judgement you feel right, | will not complain.”

Lao Tzu waited for a moment and then said, "Both of you, you and the man whose house you have
been stealing from, are criminals.”

"Both?” the rich man asked. "Are you in your senses?”

Lao Tzu said, "You have collected so much money, that almost fifty percent of the wealth of the city
is in your hands, with the other fifty percent in the whole city’s hands. This situation creates the
possibility of stealing. This man is a victim; in fact you are the criminal. But | will be very equal: six
months jail for both.”

The rich man said, "My God! | have never heard that when somebody steals from your house you are
jailed!” He said, "l want first to see the emperor! Even the emperor owes money to me. Whenever
he wants, | have been giving money to him.”

And he went to the emperor and said what had happened. "And | have come to remind you that soon
you will be in jail also! If this man is going to remain the supreme judge of the empire, you cannot
remain out of jail long. We are small criminals according to him. You are the biggest criminal.”

The emperor said, "Perhaps he was right that | would repent. Don’t be worried, | will release him
from the service immediately.”

He called Lao Tzu and said, "This is a very strange judgement.”

Lao Tzu said, "It is not. If people were living in harmony with nature, if people were compassionate
to each other, if they felt a certain brotherhood with each other, then how could there be rich people
and poor people? There should only be people. And there is enough.” At least in those times it was
perfectly true, there was enough for everybody to live comfortably.

At that time when Lao Tzu said that, in India the population was only two million. Now the population
is nine hundred million, and by the end of this century, if humanity survives — the chances are very
slim — India will have one thousand million. For the first time India will be the most populated country;
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up to now China has remained the first and India number two. In the race India is going to win within
ten years.

In those days when the country had only two million people, nature was abundant. There was no
need for anybody to be rich or poor. Things could be easily, comfortably enjoyed by all. But it was not
the case, neither in India nor in China nor anywhere else. Now it has become absolutely impossible.

But Lao Tzu was right when he said, A man who collects so much wealth that thousands of people
become undernourished — they don’t have houses, they don’t have jobs, they don’t have enough to
eat... What do you want? Should they steal or not? Their stealing is not a crime; this rich man is
the criminal. What is the point of collecting all this wealth? Your wealth is simply the blood of the
people. You should be happy that I'm sending you to jail only for six months. In fact if I'm to be just,
that man could go for six months, but you would have to go for your whole life! Less than that would
not be justified.”

The emperor said, ”’I understand. | release you. You were right that | would repent; you are a
dangerous fellow.”

The convenience of the emperor, the convenience of the vested interest, the richest, the super-rich,
their convenience is the problem. Everything is right that fits with their convenience, and everything
is wrong that does not fit with their convenience.

All our moralities are decided by the exploiting classes, the oppressors. The very people who are
the cause of immorality in society are the decisive factors of morality.

Krishna had sixteen thousand wives, and no Hindu objects to it. He still remains God’s perfect
incarnation. Others are imperfect incarnations; he is the only one who is the perfect incarnation. But
nobody thinks that this man married only one woman, the remainder he has taken from anywhere;
he just sees any beautiful woman, and his soldiers take her to the palace. She has a husband, she
has children, she has old parents, or her husband has old parents — no one cares.

And one can think that Krishna must be a sexomaniac. What will you do with sixteen thousand
women? In a small life sixteen thousand women! You are treating women as cattle; you will not even
know their names. Many will not have any chance to meet you.

But these are the people who make rules for society. For the society the rule is monogamy. Krishna
is above rules, he is God’s incarnation. So the oppressive society has been deciding rules for the
oppressed. All moralities are criminal.

Only a man of deep meditation and silence can say anything, but he will not use the words ‘right’ or
‘wrong’. And he will not decide it forever as a criterion; it can only be in that moment, a spontaneous
response, not a reaction. He’s not deciding the morality.

Looked at from another point of view, there is only one thing right and that is to be absolutely
conscious, and only one thing wrong, to be absolutely unconscious. Out of unconsciousness
whatever arises is going to be wrong. Out of consciousness whatever arises is going to be right. It
is not a question of actions, it is a question of from where it arises.
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But still it is relative in the ultimate sense. Whether it arises from unconsciousness or from
consciousness does not matter, for everything is whatever it is. There is no question of right and
wrong, because unconsciousness and consciousness both arise from the same source, the source
of eternal life.

Hence it is said, the buddha goes beyond the ordinary rules: he lives according to his own
responsibility. He does not take steps according to the preordained morality, he takes steps
according to his awareness moment to moment.

Ordinary people who know nothing of consciousness obviously need a certain kind of morality, a
certain system of rules. But this is unfortunate. It simply shows that man has not become conscious
enough, hence he needs rules to keep him within bounds and limits. The day the whole society
becomes more conscious, there will be no need of morality and no need of government, and no need
of any courts. These are ugly things, these are insulting things to humanity. They are humiliations.

The day | entered America, the first question of the man who interviewed me for my entry visa was,
"Are you an anarchist?” He must have been informed; he had a whole file.

| said, ”I am something more.”

He looked a little shocked, because for this there was no rule; he started looking in the file. In
America an anarchist cannot enter. An anarchist is one who does not believe in government, who
believes that every government is a slavery and unless we are free from all governments, man will
go on living in slaveries, changing slaveries and thinking he is free, his idea of freedom being just a
dream.

But when | said, "I am something more.” He was at a loss what to do with me.
He said, "What do you mean by ‘something more’?”

| said, ”I mean that before governments can be dissolved, man’s unconsciousness has to be
dissolved. | am not an anarchist. But anarchism will be the by-product of my whole effort.”

He said, "You seem to be very difficult.”

And from that moment for five years continuously | was in a fight with the American government.
And we were not wrong. But their prejudices! | said to a jailer where | was jailed, "Do you consider
that you are also a foreigner here?” No American is American; all are foreigners. The natives, the
poor Red Indians, are the Americans. Americans have even changed their name; they are Red
Indians and America belongs to them.

| said to the jailer — because he had become friendly during the three days | was in his jail — | said to
him, "You or your father or your grandfather at the most must have come from outside America. And
| at least have a valid passport. Your parents entered America without any passport. Your parents
entered America as invaders; | have come just as a tourist.

"And you have killed almost ninety percent of the Red Indians. The ten percent that have remained
alive you have left half-alive and half-dead. You have forced them into reservations, into deep forests,
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and you go on giving them pensions. For what? Because you don’t want them to enter the society
and work and be part of society. To separate them you go on giving them pensions without any work.
Naturally when you get money without any work what will you do? Then you will be into alcohol,
drugs, gambling, prostitutes. What else will you do with your money?

”So those Red Indians have been completely destroyed. They cannot even fight for freedom because
to fight for freedom means losing the pension. And it is so good to have a pension! Just create more
children and you have more pensions. And enjoy the life, drink as much as you want, use drugs as
much as you want, but don’t go out of the reservation. Remain deep in the forest.”

| told him, "What right have you got to prevent others entering America? It is not your motherland.”
But they have made it theirs, and nobody in the world, not even their own thinkers, ever raised the
question, "What about the freedom of America? When are we going to leave?”

"And you have become dispensers of morality, judgement, you have created courts of law and a
constitution. And this country does not belong to you; you are barbarous invaders. If there is any
greater crime you tell me!”

He said, "You are right, but now it is too late. We have been here for three hundred years, and
what has happened has happened. Now we cannot go anywhere. There are Italians, and there
are Germans, and there are English people, and there are Spanish, and there are Dutch; from all
the countries of Europe there are people. They will not be taken back; their own countries will not
accept them anymore.”

So they have nowhere to go. And they are occupying a country of poor natives. You will be surprised
to know how barbarous has been their behavior all through their history. The whole city of New York
was purchased from the Red Indians by the so-called Americans for twenty-four silver dollars. Do
you call that business? They were forced. The whole city of New York just for twenty-four dollars!

All rights and wrongs up to now have been decided by whoever is powerful; it is power that decides.
In India they have a proverb, ‘Whoever has the staff will have the buffalo.' It does not matter to whom
it belongs; the question is: whose staff is bigger, who is stronger? The stronger make the rules for
the weaker, the richer make the rules for the poorer. Naturally those rules are in favor of the rich, of
the powerful, they are against the poor and the weak. When | say I'm against morality, | say | am
against this whole structure, this whole system of making rules by the powerful for the powerless.

Man has made rules for women because he is more muscular. The woman is more fragile, more
dependent because she becomes pregnant. In her pregnancy she is absolutely dependent on the
man for everything that she needs. Her pregnancy has become her slavery. If women want to be
liberated from man, they should think about pregnancy first. They should insist on birth control, and
they should insist that while they are pregnant society should take care of them, otherwise, they are
not prepared to become pregnant. Pregnancy has made them handicapped; and man has exploited
the situation very easily.

To the man of ultimate consciousness there is nothing right or wrong. Everything is as it is, there is
no judgement.

The governor has asked something very important.
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IF ALL THINGS HAVE COME FROM THE SAME SOURCE, THERE CAN BE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG.

NANSEN POINTED TO A PATCH OF PEONIES IN THE GARDEN AND SAID, "GOVERNOR,
WHEN PEOPLE OF THE PRESENT DAY SEE THESE BLOSSOMS, IT IS AS IF THEY SEE THEM
IN A DREAM.

His answer is a little indirect. But what he is saying is that people are so unconscious that whatever
they see is not more than a dream. In their dream they decide what is right, what is wrong. When
they awaken, they will see everything is melting into each other: there are no opposites and there
are no contradictions, existence is one organic unity.

But because people are unconscious, dreaming... What are your thoughts except dreams of the
day, dreams with open eyes? And what are your dreams but thoughts of the night? How do you
make decisions? You don’t have consciousness enough to decide anything. You simply follow the
old rules. But do you know that the people who have made those rules were as asleep as you are?

For example, the Hindus follow the rules of Manu. Five thousand years ago he made the Hindu
morality. According to him, men are divided into four castes. The Brahmins are the highest: nobody
can enter into Brahminism; you are born a Brahmin. Conversion is not possible, because your being
a Brahmin depends on your past life’s good deeds. Now where will you find your past life and do
good deeds? That is gone.

The second class are the warriors, the third class are the business people, and the fourth class are
the sudras, the ‘untouchables’. They are so dirty that even if their shadow passes over you, you
have to take a bath. They have not touched you, their shadow has touched you, but that is enough
to make you dirty. The fourth class cannot be allowed to live in the city, they have to live outside
the town. There are places where they cannot enter, for example in temples. They cannot read the
scriptures, they cannot enter into schools, they cannot be educated.

For five thousand years nobody has revolted against it. You are forcing a person to be a shoemaker
just because he is born in the family of a shoemaker. He may have the qualities of an Albert
Einstein, but that door is closed, he cannot even enter the school. He may have the qualities of
Gautam Buddha but all doors are closed, he is allowed only to make shoes. For five thousand years
all his ancestors have been making shoes, so he has to make shoes.

Very strict divisions and no mobility, no movement from one profession to another profession. Manu
was a Brahmin, so obviously Brahmins are the best. They are the decisive factors, they will decide
what is right and what is wrong.

And the situation is the same all around the earth; people are living in absolute unconsciousness.
All these so-called religious people are against me, obviously, because | am saying to them that all
their moralities are of the same stuff as dreams are made of. The only possibility to know the right
is first to be fully conscious. And when a man is fully conscious, things change.

For example, Gautam Buddha dropped the idea of castes immediately; when he became
enlightened his first step was to say, "There are no castes; everybody has to be free to do whatever
he wants, to be whatever he wants; birth cannot decide his destiny.”
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Buddha’s teaching could not survive in India because the Brahmins’ whole profession was at stake.
If Buddha’s message had spread, the Brahmins would have lost the power that they had, the warriors
would have lost the power they had, and the sudras would have entered into every place, they would
have had the freedom which has never been given to them.

Buddha can see in his silence, in his peace that this is a stupid idea. In the name of morality, in
the name of religion it is imposed on people; it should be taken away. Freedom is the base, the
fundamental base of all humanity. Anything that goes against freedom goes against humanity.

Maneesha has asked:
BELOVED OSHO,

ON ONE OCCASION, THE GOVERNOR SAID TO NANSEN, "THERE IS A PIECE OF STONE IN
MY HOUSE. SOMETIMES IT STANDS UP AND SOMETIMES IT LIES DOWN. NOW CAN IT BE
CARVED INTO THE IMAGE OF BUDDHA?”

"YES,” SAID NANSEN, "IT IS POSSIBLE"”
"BUT IT IS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE?” COUNTERED THE GOVERNOR.
"IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE!” DECLARED NANSEN. "YES, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE!"

A strange dialogue. First you have to understand that the governor is speaking in metaphors. When
he says that THERE IS A PIECE OF STONE IN MY HOUSE he is talking about himself. He is saying,
"What am | more than a stone? Sometimes | get up and sometimes | lie down. | am as unconscious
as a stone.” Do you think he was asking Nansen if stone could be carved into a buddha? It is not
about a stone, it is about himself. Stones don’t stand and don’t lie down, they don’t get tired so soon.
He is talking about himself.

"YES,” SAID NANSEN, "IT IS POSSIBLE.” He does not say that it is inevitable. He simply says,
"IT IS POSSIBLE. If an urge arises in the stone, everything is possible: the stone can become a
buddha.

The governor said, "BUT IT IS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE?” Seeing that the governor cannot understand
that even a stone, if an urge, a longing arises in it, can become a seed, and finally a buddha,
seeing the governor cannot understand that possibility because he says, "BUT IT IS ALSO
IMPOSSIBLE, very difficult?”, Nansen also said, "Yes, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE.” He repeated again,
’IT IS IMPOSSIBLE!

If you yourself think it is impossible, then there is no way. The first thing is to see and perceive your
potentiality and possibility. If you yourself say it is impossible, then nobody can do it for you. It is not
something that somebody else has to do, you have to grow into a buddha. If you say it is impossible
then the project can be dropped.

What he is saying to you in this anecdote is that your very urge to become a buddha ultimately
discovers the buddha in you. The buddha is not somewhere far away that you have to go in search
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of. It is hidden behind you. If your urge becomes urgent, the hidden opens its doors. If you go
inwards with a tremendous force to reach to the very source and the center of your being you will
find the buddha.

But if you think it is impossible, then you have yourself closed the doors of your potentiality. Nobody
can make you a buddha. But it is possible; if you have the passion, if you have the longing, if you
turn in, dropping all mundane things of the outside, it is possible.

Sekiso wrote:

PEOPLE’S ABUSE HAS MELTED WHAT WAS GOLDEN

AND IT HAS GONE FROM THE WORLD.

FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE

BOTH BELONG TO THE LAND OF DREAMS.

DON'T LOOK BACK TO THIS WORLD,

YOUR OLD HOLE IN THE CELLAR.

FROM THE BEGINNING

THE FLYING BIRDS HAVE LEFT

NO FOOTPRINTS ON THE BLUE SKY.

Sekiso is a great poet. He is saying PEOPLE’S ABUSE HAS MELTED WHAT WAS GOLDEN. We
have left a golden age behind, we misused it.

| am reminded of a very significant incident. In the Himalayan mountain range there are a few tribes,
very ancient tribes which have followed a rule, very male-chauvinistic, that if you become a guest in
their house they will offer you everything. And in the night they will offer you their wife too. A guest
has to be given everything.

When the Britishers came to India, they exploited these poor people so much, that in the areas of
Manali and Kulu almost ninety percent of the people are suffering from syphilis.

The British were responsible. When they heard that these people offer their wives, they would go
hunting in the mountains and then in the night they would knock on some door. And those poor
people offered them everything: food, shelter, their wives.

They could not think that these people had come just to exploit them, to prostitute their wives. And
they spread syphilis all over the area in the whole tribe; even children were born with syphilis, and
the British did not take responsibility for the children, which were born out of their lovemaking to
those poor people’s wives.
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So you can understand what Sekiso is saying, PEOPLE’'S ABUSE HAS MELTED WHAT WAS
GOLDEN. There was certainly a more trusting world, more loving people.

| remember even in my childhood, in my village and the surrounding villages you could not purchase
milk. You could get as much milk as you wanted, but nobody would sell milk. You have a
nourishment, somebody is hungry and you exploit his hunger! So milk was available to anybody.
Now in the same village you will not find pure milk at any cost — half water, half milk.

In the university where | was studying, a man was supplying the milk to the students. He was a very
good man, a very nice man, a very wise old man. And people had started calling him santji, a saint.
And he used to come with buckets of milk, with his son carrying another bucket, to the hostel. And
people would ask, "Santji, is it true that you don’t mix water into the milk?”

He would put his hand on his boy’s head, and he would say, "In my whole life, | have never mixed
water into milk. If | have ever done that, my child would die.”

| heard it. | thought that this seemed strange, because the milk certainly was fifty percent water.
Already milk, pure milk is eighty percent water, and when you mix more water into it, fifty percent, it
becomes so clear.

So my first day in the university when | heard him, | called him aside and | said , "Tell me the truth,
because certainly your milk is full of water. And if you don’t tell me the truth | will take you to the
vice-chancellor and the milk will be sent for scientific analysis. And if water is found in it, your whole
business is finished.”

He said, "You are the first person to create so much trouble for me. | will tell you the truth, but don’t
do anything and don't tell others.”

| said, "You tell me the truth; what is the truth?”

He said, "The truth is | never mix water into milk, | always mix milk into water. That’s why | can say
it without any fear, but don’t send it for scientific analysis. | will provide you water and milk free of
charge. If you want it without water, | will stop the water in your milk, but then you have to send
somebody to my place. But don't tell anybody; | have told you the secret.”

There was a world, as far back as we can go where we find a certain quality of trust, which was the
golden age of humanity.

Sekiso says: AND IT HAS GONE FROM THE WORLD. FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE BOTH
BELONG TO THE LAND OF DREAMS. DON'T LOOK BACK TO THIS WORLD, YOUR OLD HOLE
IN THE CELLAR. FROM THE BEGINNING THE FLYING BIRDS HAVE LEFT NO FOOTPRINTS
ON THE BLUE SKY. This is a saying of Gautam Buddha. He used to say, "You have to follow a
path which is not already made. You have to make it and walk it. You have to make it by walking it.
You have to arrange your pathway. You cannot follow anybody, it is just like the sky. "THE FLYING
BIRDS HAVE LEFT NO FOOTPRINTS ON THE BLUE SKY.

The same is true about the inner sky, the buddhas have not left their footprints. So you cannot
follow any buddha, you have to find your path on your own, alone. This is your dignity. This is a
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great freedom. If there were ready-made paths, superhighways, then truckloads of people would be
becoming buddhas everyday. Buses would be going. But because in the inner world you cannot
take your trucks, you cannot take even your rickshaw, or the rented bicycle, it will be very difficult;
riding on the bicycle you can go anywhere except inside.

Inside you have to go not with your legs, you have to go with your vision, you have to turn your eyes
in. There are no footpaths. The sky inside is absolutely untrodden. But the distance to the goal is
not very big, only one step.

As you look inside urgently, you can see as if you are looking into a waterhole the water deep down,
or as if you are seeing in a tunnel, far away, the opening to the sky. There is only one step that you
have to take to reach to the buddha. Just courage and some energy for adventure, for inquiring, for
exploration is needed. But remember this tremendously beautiful statement: THE FLYING BIRDS
HAVE LEFT NO FOOTPRINTS ON THE BLUE SKY. There is no possibility of being a follower.

Question 1
Maneesha has asked:
BELOVED OSHO,

WHO OF US HERE COULD AGREE THAT "WHAT WAS GOLDEN HAS GONE FROM THE
WORLD”? HOW COULD IT BE, WHEN YOU ARE AMONG US, AND IN YOUR PRESENCE IT
FEELS THAT YOU ARE FILLING US WITH GOLD? YOU ARE THE MIDAS OF THE SPIRITUAL
DIMENSION.

Maneesha, this Buddha Auditorium is not part of your so-called world. It is an island in itself where
only buddhas dwell. For you as meditators time does not matter. The deeper you go, the more
contemporary you become to Gautam Buddha, to Lao Tzu, to Chuang Tzu, to all those who have
experienced the ultimate. You meet them at the very source of your being. It is the same taste, it is
the same flavor, it is the same goal.

You are right and you are wrong. Right, because here in this Buddha Auditorium you are so urgently,
so passionately searching for the buddha. You are bringing a golden age into existence.

But outside the gate there is a vast world where even the idea of looking inwards does not occur to
people. If you tell the idea of becoming a buddha to those people outside the gate they will laugh,
they will say, "Are you mad?” They will look at you with suspicion: "This man must be on heroin,
under the influence of opium or some other drug; he is thinking to become Buddha. Buddha died
twenty-five centuries ago.”

People in the ordinary world never think that they have a different destiny — to be not just a business
man, or a clerk, or a stationmaster, or a teacher. These are not your destinies, these are your
professions. Good for survival in the body, but not good enough to find the buddha.

You have to do something else, you have to enter into yourself, which is not part of the education or
the morality of society. People will laugh at you because you enter in. They will say, "You are mad,
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how can you enter in? We don’t see any door, any window, where do you enter from? And what
can you find there? Just a skeleton! Don’t do that, otherwise you will become afraid of yourself,
seeing a skeleton inside, a skull and all the blood vessels and the intestines. Just avoid this going
in! It is a very dangerous thing that you are doing, and if you really are interested, just wait until you
die. In your grave you can look inside because there will be no outside anymore. Then watch your
skeleton; you will have enough time, no other work!”

You are right that here we are exactly trying to bring the golden age back. Those who want to join
in this great venture, they are welcome. But in the world, Maneesha, that golden age has certainly
disappeared. What is happening in the outside world you can find out from these jokes.

Chester Cheese is on a long sales trip when his car breaks down. He walks up to a nearby
farmhouse and knocks on the door.

"Excuse me,” says Chester to the farmer, "but my car has broken down. Can | stay here for the
night?”

"Well, | guess so0,” says the old man. "But the only available bed belongs to my sixteen-year-old
daughter, Lucy. You will have to sleep with her.”

"Really?” smiles Chester. And he is shown to Lucy’s room.
Later that night, lying next to Lucy, Chester puts his hand on her soft thigh.
"Stop that!” cries Lucy. "Or | will call my father.” But then she moves a little closer to Chester.

A little while later, Chester tries again. "Stop that!” cries Lucy. "Or | will call my father.” But then she
moves even closer to Chester.

On the third try, Lucy jumps on top of Chester, and they have a great time.
A little while later, Lucy whispers, "Mister, can we do it again?”

Chester agrees, and they go for it again. Five minutes later, Lucy is tugging again on Chester’s
deflated machinery. "Mister, can we do it again?” she asks.

Stop that!” gasps Chester. "Or | will call your father!”

That is what is happening in the outside world!

Swami Deva Cleverhead, the group therapist, is walking out of the front gate one night.
"Hello, sir,” says Black-Fat, the flower-seller. "Buy roses for your lovely wife?”

”I haven’t got a wife,” snaps Cleverhead, waving him away.

"Okay,” says Black-Fat, "roses for your girlfriend?”
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"No,” screams Cleverhead. "l haven’t got a girlfriend either!”

"Okay,” says Black-Fat,” then buy two bunches — to celebrate your good luck!”

Paddy and Seamus are sitting in Paddy’s yard drinking a few beers.

"Hey,” says Seamus. "How was your boat trip to Spain?”

"Fantastic!” says Paddy. “Imagine, I'm away from Maureen for the first time in fifteen years! Then,
on the first night of my trip, | met this gorgeous girl, one of the most beautiful women | have ever
seen. We chit-chatted for a while, and it was love at first sight. Soon, we were rolling in each other’s
arms, completely naked.

"But in the morning, as | held her in my arms, | found out she is the new wife of my best friend,
Fergus. It came as such a tremendous shock that we both felt really guilty. And we both cried and
cried and cried!”

"My God!” says Seamus. "That is really something! So how was the rest of your trip?”

"Well, you know,” says Paddy. "After that, it was just crying and fucking, crying and fucking...!”

That is what is happening in the outside world!

Big Olga, Kowalski’s overweight wife, is getting enormous. So she goes to Doctor Gasbag to see if
she can get some advice.

"You need much more exercise,” says Gasbag. "And you eat far too much. You must exercise every
day”

"But doctor,” complains Olga, "what exercise should | do?”

"It is easy,” replies Gasbag. "Begin slowly. Just strip off, lie down on your bed, and try to sit up
and touch your toes. Then lift your legs back over your shoulders. Keep doing this until you start
sweating off those pounds.”

That night, Olga decides to give it a try. Naked, lying on the bed, she can hardly see her toes. Still,
she pushes forward, and tries to grab her feet. Then she lifts her legs back. But she gets stuck with
her bum sticking out and her legs pushed back over her head.

At this point, Kowalski stumbles into the bedroom, utterly drunk.

"Jesus Christ, Olga!” he shouts in shock. "Comb your hair and put your teeth back in! You look like
your mother!”

This is what is happening in the outside world!

Nivedano...
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(Drumbeat)

(Gibberish)

(Drumbeat)

Be silent. Close your eyes. Feel your body to be completely frozen.

Now look inwards, with totality, with all your consciousness gathered as an arrow.

Go deeper and deeper. Remember, every moment can be the last moment of your life. Hence the
urgency.

You are not to leave this body without realizing your buddhahood. It is possible. Even the stone can
be carved into a buddha. What to say about consciousness? It is buddhahood itself.

Rejoice this moment. Very few people in the world are even trying to know who they are. That is
what is making a mess of the world.

If you know consciously the source of your being, you become filled with contentment, joy,
compassion, love. So many thousands of flowers blossom in you. You become a splendor.

This is your birthright. You can ignore it but you cannot destroy it. Any moment you want to
remember it, it is available.

Just want it enough.
To make it clear,
Nivedano...
(Drumbeat)

Just watch. You are the witness, you are not the body, you are not the mind, you are only a witness
— just a mirror.

This witnessing is the point of departure, the point from where transformation begins.

Drink deeply from the source. Get soaked, drenched, so that when you come back you bring buddha
in your heart, in your breathing.

You have to live the buddha twenty-four hours.

The evening was beautiful in itself. But the presence of so many buddhas has made it tremendously
beautiful.

Gather as much gold as possible. Soon, Nivedano will be calling you back. Bring it all with you: the
fragrance, the silence, the blissfulness.
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In this moment, there are not ten thousand buddhas but only one buddha nature, one ocean where
you all have dissolved.

Nivedano...

(Drumbeat)

Come back, but slowly, gracefully.

Bring the buddha with you. Don'’t forget.

Sit down like buddha for a few moments. And remember the space you have been in, the path that
you followed, and the same path you have come back on.

Remember it. You will have to go again and again on the same path to drink from the sources of
eternal life.

Okay, Maneesha?
Yes, Osho.
Can we celebrate the gathering of the buddhas?

Yes, Osho.
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CHAPTER 4

Even the Himalayas come and go

8 October 1988 pm in Gautam the Buddha Auditorium
BELOVED OSHO,

ONCE, NANSEN DECIDED TO VISIT A VILLAGE, BUT WAS VERY SURPRISED TO FIND THAT
PREPARATIONS HAD BEEN MADE TO WELCOME HIM.

NANSEN SAID TO THE VILLAGE HEAD, "IT HAS BEEN MY CUSTOM NEVER TO LET ANYONE
KNOW BEFOREHAND ABOUT WHERE | AM JOURNEYING TO. HOW COULD YOU KNOW THAT
| WAS COMING TO VISIT YOUR VILLAGE TODAY?”

THE VILLAGE HEAD REPLIED, "LAST NIGHT, IN A DREAM, THE GOD OF THE SOIL-SHRINE
REPORTED TO ME THAT YOU WOULD COME TO VISIT TODAY.

NANSEN REPLIED, "THIS SHOWS HOW WEAK AND SHALLOW MY SPIRITUAL LIFE IS THAT IT
CAN BE FORESEEN BY VISIONS!”

Maneesha, before discussing your sutras | have to discuss something about Nansen’s way of
tackling things, his methodology. Sometimes he looked very puzzling, would make contradictory
statements on purpose. Unless you understand that, it will be difficult to find any rationality in the
sutras you have brought to me. And reason is the only thread by which, for the present, you can
grasp something of the beyond.

ON ONE OCCASION, THE GOVERNOR, LU HSUAN, SAID TO NANSEN, "WHAT IF | TOLD YOU
THAT A MAN HAD RAISED A GOOSE IN A BOTTLE, WATCHING IT GROW UNTIL ONE DAY
HE REALIZED THAT IT HAD GROWN TOO LARGE TO PASS THROUGH THE BOTTLE’S NECK?
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SINCE HE DID NOT WANT TO BREAK THE BOTTLE OR KILL THE GOOSE, HOW WOULD HE
GET IT OUT?”

A strange puzzle which cannot be solved rationally. Whatever you do — either you will have to destroy
the bottle or the goose — you cannot save both. But the goose and the bottle are only metaphors of
your witnessing self and your body.

Your body is the bottle and your consciousness is the goose. And nobody ever wonders how the
consciousness entered the body and how the consciousness can come out of it. The consciousness
is universal, vast, infinite in all dimensions. And the body is so small, just like a small bottle. How is
this being managed by existence? It is a miracle that the physical, the material contains within it the
non-material, the spiritual.

The governor was asking the question in the Zen tradition. This is an old story; perhaps every
master has to work on it.

Nansen shouted, "Governor!”. For a moment the governor completely forgot that he was a governor
and Nansen just a beggar as far as possessions are concerned. And nobody should shout at the
governor the way he was shouting. The question he has asked does not require... He forgot all. The
shout was so sharp like a sword.

In a single blow, as he shouted, "Governor!”, and the governor said, "Yes, master,” Nansen said,
"The goose is out!”

A very strange way of solving the problem. The governor showed his consciousness, expressed
his consciousness. This consciousness is not hindered by the body; it can come out, it can go in.
The body is not a barrier; the body is a barrier only to material things. But the non-material exists
in a different dimension. It can enter the body without stirring anything in the body, without even
touching the body. Nowhere in your life does your consciousness ever touch your body, whatever
you do. Your consciousness simply remains a witness, far away on the hills as if....

Just think you are standing before a mirror. The question is how your reflection entered the mirror.
The mirror has no space to contain you, but certainly you are standing in the mirror. But if you watch
carefully, you are standing in front of the mirror and watching your reflection in the mirror. The mirror
is perfectly capable of reflecting, but it cannot contain you.

Neither the body contains the spiritual element in you, nor the spiritual element contains the body.
The spiritual element is just a mirror. It can at the most reflect the body, the mind; but it is always
beyond, it is always out. That's what Nansen means, "THE GOOSE IS OUT!”. He shouted,
"Governor!” and the governor said, "Yes, sir!” The governor is not asleep, he is perfectly awake.

In this awareness you are not the body and you are not in the body. You are beyond, you are out.
The goose is out. Different masters have worked on this small anecdote about the goose. But
Nansen seems to be the best.

Maneesha has brought the sutra:

BELOVED OSHO,
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ONCE, NANSEN DECIDED TO VISIT A VILLAGE, BUT WAS VERY SURPRISED TO FIND THAT
PREPARATIONS HAD BEEN MADE TO WELCOME HIM.

NANSEN SAID TO THE VILLAGE HEAD, ”IT HAS BEEN MY CUSTOM NEVER TO LET ANYONE
KNOW BEFOREHAND ABOUT WHERE | AM JOURNEYING TO. HOW COULD YOU KNOW THAT
| WAS COMING TO VISIT YOUR VILLAGE TODAY?”

Why was he so insistent that nobody should know beforehand? The reason was that he wanted
people to recognize what had happened to Nansen, the illumination.

Unless they recognize it by themselves, he will pass the village. He won'’t stay in the village; it is
not yet ready for buddhas. People are fast asleep. They cannot see the invisible and they cannot
understand the eternal. Their noses are closed, their eyes are closed, their ears are closed. They
don’t have the sensitivity for the subtle, for the inner. They cannot experience the fragrance of one
who has arrived home.

That was the reason he would never allow anybody to know where he was going. Even his
companions were not aware where he was going; suddenly he would take a turn. They might
imagine that this road leads to that place, and before reaching that place he would turn.

His whole effort was to find out the people who can just by his presence feel something ringing in
their hearts. He wanted to commune with receptive people. The world is vast, full of absolutely non-
receptive people, people whose hearts have become so hard that nothing reaches to them. They
hear and yet they miss because they cannot listen. While they are hearing, their mind is doing a
thousand and one things.

Even if a buddha passes in front of them, it is not certain that they will recognize. To recognize a
buddha is to have some sensibility, some sensitivity. Just as to recognize the sun you need eyes, to
recognize a buddha you also need a certain quality, a clarity, a transparency.

And unless you recognize, there is no point in the master wasting time on non-receptive people.
Perhaps next life they may be able to receive; perhaps this is not the right time for them — not ripe,
their season has not come. A buddha can influence only a very few chosen people, for the simple
reason his influence is not of the mind; it is not an argument that convinces you. He will not even
say, ”| am a buddha.” He would like you to recognize. From there the journey starts, the right point
of departure.

That’s why Nansen did not want anybody to know that he was coming to their place. If they
knew already without recognizing his buddhahood, just traditionally because he is well-known —
thousands of monks follow him — they would also mechanically, robot-like worship him. This would
be unnecessarily wasting Nansen’s time and perpetuating blind, orthodox, traditional ways.

He wanted to enter into a village as a stranger and see whether anybody could recognize him. And
people used to recognize him who had not ever seen him. Just seeing him something would go
through them like lightning. A heart would start dancing in a new tune. They would know that, "This
man although he looks like everybody else is very far away from us.”
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His consciousness was overwhelming. It showered on people, if they were receptive, like a raincloud.
But he was not ready to shower blindly, the way the raincloud showers. It does not care whether it is
showering on the stones, on the fields, on the good soil; it has no care. A cloud is blind, it is simply
heavy with rain and wants to get rid of it wherever the opportunity arises. When there is enough
coolness, its vapor becomes water, it showers. Nansen wanted to shower like a raincloud, but not
like a blind raincloud. He did not want to shower on stones where nothing would grow. He would
shower on the right soil where it was possible for something to happen.

He alone in the whole history of Zen has used this method. Masters ordinarily inform a village that
they are coming, so people are prepared. But Nansen has his own unique personality. If people are
prepared, there is every danger that they will traditionally pay their respect and will not understand
anything about who has visited them. He never allowed anyone to know.

But this time it happened.

THE VILLAGE HEAD REPLIED, "LAST NIGHT, IN A DREAM, THE GOD OF THE SOIL-SHRINE
REPORTED TO ME THAT YOU WOULD COME TO VISIT TODAY”

NANSEN REPLIED, "THIS SHOWS HOW WEAK AND SHALLOW MY SPIRITUAL LIFE IS THAT IT
CAN BE FORESEEN BY VISIONS!”

He was a very honest man. Anyone in his place would have felt tremendous ego, "Even gods
declare my coming.” But on the contrary he said, "THIS SHOWS HOW WEAK AND SHALLOW MY
SPIRITUAL LIFE IS THAT IT CAN BE FORESEEN BY VISIONS, by imaginary gods which are your
creation, that you have seen in your dreams that | was coming.” This perception through the vision
or dream may have made anyone who was not authentically spiritual rejoice and declare, "Look!
Even gods make declarations and predictions for me.” But Nansen said, "This shows how shallow
and weak my spirituality is that you can read it even in your dreams.”

One of the most important qualities of a religious man is his honesty about himself, his humbleness,
his egolessness. He is as if he is not. He does not feel gratified by appraisal, he does not feel any
superiority in his spirituality. But the ordinary religious people find trivia to fulfill their egos.

| have heard there were three institutions belonging to Christians of different sects. One day three
churchmen, walking in the early morning, just by chance met on the crossroad. They welcomed
each other and they bragged. One who belonged to the Baptist college said, "Your monasteries are
good, but you cannot beat us in our scholarship. Our students are the most scholarly.”

The second one was a Catholic. He said, "You are right; it is true your students are very scholarly.
But scholarship has nothing to do with spirituality. Real spirituality is discipline, asceticism; on that
point you cannot beat us. Our monks are the most ascetic, the most disciplined.”

The third one from a Protestant monastery said, "That is all nothing. As far as humbleness is
concerned we are the tops.”

Even humbleness can be used to fulfill the ego. And in the name of religion all kinds of stupidities
are being perpetuated because they fulfill the ego. For example, the Catholic abbot has said that
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nobody can beat their monks — as if it is an ego game! Nobody can win in ascetic disciplines. But
it is true; compared to anybody else the Catholic monk is the most masochistic. He tortures himself
so much, just to be praised by people.

I am reminded of a story. A young man entered a Catholic monastery. He was told by the abbot,
"l have to warn you this is a Catholic monastery. Great discipline is needed; for example, you are
allowed to speak only once in seven years.

The man said, "I have come with great decision. Every discipline | am ready to follow.” But he was
not aware what was going to be his fate. He entered his cell and found that there was no mattress.
Now he cannot speak. For seven years he has to wait for the mattress. He said, "My God, | will
not survive seven years in this cold weather. Outside snow is falling. There is no mattress, just a
small blanket.” But he had promised and it had become an ego-point. He remained for seven years,
suffering.

When seven years had passed he was very happy; he went to the abbot and he said, "By God’s
grace | have survived. There is no mattress in my cell.”

The abbot said, "The mattress will be sent. You go back, and for seven years no more complaints.”
The poor fellow had not complained for seven years!

The mattress came, but the mattress was big; the room was not that big, and the door was very
small, so while pushing the mattress in, the workers broke the glass of the window. Somehow they
fixed the mattress, but the window was broken.

He had suffered through cold, now he started suffering from rain. Water would come directly into the
cell where he was sitting covered with his tattered blanket. Seven years again before the glass can
be fixed in the window! After seven years he went to the abbot, and the abbot said, "Again? Have
you got a complaint again?”

He said, "It is not a complaint. But for seven years | have suffered from the rain. Those workers
broke my window. It was better without a mattress — | had become accustomed — but to remain
always afraid of rain....

The abbot said, "Your window will be repaired, but don’t come again in this life with any complaint.”

But the situation remained the same: the workers came to fix the glass; he could not speak, and
those idiots pulled out the mattress, so that they could work comfortably on the window and fix the
glass. They fixed the glass and left the mattress out. Again the situation was the same — in fact,
worse.

Now seven years looked really... next life perhaps he would be able to say, "My mattress is out”. He
tried to pull it in, but there was no way, it was too big. And the abbot had said, "Now in this life you
have complained enough. You have done nothing else since you came — complain, complain.”

These people think that they are doing something spiritual. Stupidity has many names; one of them
is spirituality. Zen is not at all interested in decorating the ego. On the contrary its whole effort is
how to empty you, how to make nothing of you, not something.
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From my very childhood, my relatives, my neighbors, my well-wishers used to say, "The way you are
growing, you will end up as nothing,” because | used to sit for hours silently by the side of the river.
And people became so accustomed, they would not even ask what | was doing, because | was not
doing anything at all.

But their prophecy was right. | ended in nothing. But that is the greatest blessing if you can end up
being nothing. Good for nothing... only out of that nothingness blossom thousands of roses.

Humbleness is not practiced and cultivated by Zen. It is a simple outcome, a by-product of deep
meditations. As you go deeper, you start forgetting that the whole world is struggling to become
something, somebody special — more riches, more power. Everybody is trying to make history and
you are disappearing almost like smoke in the sky. But those who can disappear just like smoke in
the sky leaving no trace behind, no footprints behind, they are the only ones who come to know the
splendor of existence, the beauty of this universe, and the truth and the divinity; which are just the
beginning of great mysteries.

Doors upon doors go on opening for the humble one. And he remains simply a watcher. That is
the ultimate. You don’t possess anything in a sense, and in another sense you possess the whole
universe; but there is no possessiveness. You have entered into the essentials, into the eternal
mystery of life and death, and you have found one thing, that everything changes except the witness
in you. The witness is the only permanent phenomenon.

Even the Himalayas have come and will disappear. One day there was no Himalaya; it is not
very old; it is a very new mountain. In Rigveda the ancientmost book of the Hindus, Himalaya
is not mentioned. It is impossible not to mention Himalaya. It seems that Himalaya grew after
Rigveda, because Himalaya is not referred to at all in the Rigveda when other small mountains are
— Vindhyachal, Satpura — rivers too, small in comparison to those in the Himalayas.

Lokmanya Tilak, a Hindu scholar from this city, Poona, argued against all the scholars who were
trying to prove that Rigveda is only five thousand years old. He argued that Rigveda is at least
ninety thousand years old with two arguments: one was that Himalaya is not referred to at all while
small mountains are referred to. There is no reason not to refer to Himalaya. Himalaya must have
grown after Rigveda.

And the people who wrote Rigveda had come from Mongolia. All the civilized nations of the world
have come from Mongolia; Mongolia was the origin, particularly of Aryan races. Negroes have not
come from Mongolia, nor the South Indians. But the Germans, the North Indians, the English, the
French, the Italians, the Norwegians, the Swedish, the Swiss, the Greeks, they have all come from
one original source, Mongolia, because all their languages have a certain percentage of Sanskrit.

Coming from Mongolia you have to pass the Himalaya. And to pass the Himalaya is not a small
thing. It seems impossible, if Himalaya was there and the Aryans passed the Himalaya, for them not
to mention anything about it.

Lokmanya Tilak’s argument has a validity. But even more valid is his description of a constellation of
stars mentioned in the Rigveda that also happened ninety thousand years ago. That constellation of
stars is described in absolute detail, so it is not something you cannot imagine. It has not happened
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since then, but it may happen again sometime — although perhaps millions of years will pass before
the stars will come into that constellation again.

These two arguments were so valid that they have not been answered by any Christian missionary,
because all Christian missionaries were trying to push Rigveda as close to us as possible. The
reason was because according to the Christian Bible the world was created just four thousand and
four years before Jesus Christ. It must have been certainly a Monday and January, but not far away
from us, just six thousand years. So they have to fix everything into that framework of six thousand
years. They give as much rope to Rigveda as possible, five thousand years. They cannot accept
that Rigveda was written ninety thousand years before, because that would disturb their whole Bible.

But the Bible is not an argument; there are thousands of other proofs that the Bible is wrong. This
earth itself according to scientific measurements has been in existence for four million years. On
the Himalayas skeletons of sea animals have been found, sixty thousand years old. That shows that
some time between sixty thousand and ninety thousand years ago Himalaya came out of the ocean;
otherwise the ocean animals cannot reach in any way to the tops of Himalaya, they cannot travel
from the great Indian Ocean, which is the closest. There is no way for sea animals; they don’t have
legs, they cannot reach to the tops just to die there and create trouble for historians.

The authentic religions are not concerned with such matters; such matters belong to science.
Anything objective belongs to science. Religiousness is absolutely subjective;it belongs to your
inner depths, and the deeper you go into your inner depths, the more and more you find an empty
sky. But this empty sky contains all the buddhas. This empty sky of your being is your ultimate
experience. Nobody has gone beyond it, the blessing of it, the benediction of it, the fulfillment of it.
A tremendous at